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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group II claims 7-20 in the reply filed on 
01/05/06 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the Groups I and II 
claims are so interrelated that a search of one group of claims will reveal art to other. 
This is not found persuasive because the examiner has clearly pointed out the reasons 
for the restriction requirements in the Office action dated 12/08/05. The requirement is 
still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 7 recites "un 
upper edge", it should read "an upper edge". Appropriate correction is required. 

Specification 

3. The amendments to the specification received on 02/14/05 are entered into the 
consideration because the amendments do not change to scope of the claims and are 
submitted to correct the grammatical errors. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 20 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 7-11,13,15,18, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated 
by Chase (US 3,517,106). 

Chase teaches methods and materials for mounting illustrations, clippings, 
pictures and the like in accurate position on mounting boards, picture-album pages, and 
like supports (Column 1, lines 13-16). With respect to claim 7, Chase teaches a thin 
paper web coated with pressure sensitive adhesive layer on both surfaces of the paper 
web wherein the pressure sensitive adhesive layer is covered with a paper release 
sheet on both sides of the pressure sensitive adhesive layers (Column 1, lines 16-17, 
Column 4, lines 71-75, Column 5, lines 1-2). Further, Figure 1 and Figure 2 of Chase 
shows a paper web W coated on both sides with the pressure sensitive adhesive A and 
a release sheet that is made of easily separable sections IR and ER. The removal of 
one section of the release sheet as shown in Figure 1 exposes the pressure sensitive 
adhesive layer A as indicated by CA. The paper release sheet as shown in Figures 1 
and 2 of Chase reads on the claimed paper layer wherein a portion of the paper layer 
having an upper edge with a portion of the paper layer being removed to define a 
paperless zone which includes a gap across the upper edge as claimed in the claim 7. 
Further, the pressure sensitive adhesive coated paper web W (Figures 1 and 2) of 
Chase reads on the cover layer having pressure sensitive adhesive disposed on its 
inner face where the cover layer adhered thereby to the front side of the paper layer to 
cover the paperless zone in an alignment where a top edge of the cover layer extends 
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across the gap of the paperless zone and the adhesive on the inner face of the cover 
layer is exposed across the paperless zone on the back side of the paper layer. Note 
that the paper based release sheet inherently has a writable front side and an opposite 
side. 

With respect to claim 8, Chase at Column 1 lines 35-46 and Figure 10 teaches 
that if it is desired to secure a picture to a support such as an album page, a mount with 
adhesive on both surfaces is used, and after the picture is adhered to the mount a 
section of the release sheet on the other side of the mount is removed and the 
composite picture and mount is arranged on the support so only the remainder of the 
release sheet touches the mount and the composite picture and mount is accurately 
located and held in position while the exposed adhesive is pressed into adhering 
contact with the support thereby fixing the position of the picture on the support. Further 
note that the pressure sensitive adhesive coated web W is thin and made of paper 
(Column 4, line 71) thus the web W is inherently flexible. The examiner is equating the 
album page of Chase as the claimed surface as claimed in the claim 8. 

With respect to claims 9-1 1 , although Chase does not explicitly teach the outer 
face of cover layer is a writeable surface, the outer face of the cover layer bears indicia, 
and the indicia includes color. However, it is the examiner's position that the paper web 
W of Chase is writeable and is capable of receiving colored indicia because the paper 
web is made of a paper. 

With respect to claim 13, Chase teaches that the release sheet has sufficient 
thickness so that when a center section of the release sheet is removed (Figure 1) and 
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one or more sections can be removed and the picture to be mounted can be moved 
about on the remainder of the release sheet without adhesively contacting the exposed 
adhesive until the picture is accurately positioned on the mount, at which time the 
picture is pressed into contact with the exposed adhesive (Column 1 , lines 24-32). 

With respect to claim 15, as shown in Figure 1 , the opening created due to the 
partial removal of the release sheet is centered across the upper edge of the release 
sheet. 

With respect to claim 18, as shown in the Figures 1 and 2 of Chase, the upper 
edge of the release sheet and the top edge of the adhesive coated paper web W are co- 
linear. 

With respect to claim 19, the release sheet of Chase has number of easily 
separable sections (Column 5, lines 19-20 and Figure 1), thus the removal of the 
separable sections will create plurality of exposed zones with the exposed adhesive as 
claimed in the claim 19. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chase 
(US 3,517,106) in view of Nygard et al. (US 5,458,938). 
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The invention of Chase as applied to claim 7 is previously disclosed. Chase is 
silent as to teaching of repositionable pressure sensitive adhesive. However, Nygard 
teaches a mounting laminate to which documents (e.g. a piece of paper) can be 
attached either temporarily or permanently (Column 1 , lines 7-9). Further Nygard 
teaches that a variety of known pressure sensitive adhesives can be used for the 
interior adhesive layer of the novel mounting laminate and to permit mounted items to 
be removed without damage, the pressure sensitive adhesive should be repositionable. 
The repositionable pressure sensitive adhesive affords the economy and reusability of 
the novel mounting laminate (Column 5, lines 19-26). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to choose the 
repositionable pressure sensitive adhesive in the invention of Chase, motivated by the 
desire to provide a reusable pressure sensitive adhesive mount to which a picture can 
be attached. 

7. Claims 14, 16, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chase (US 3,517,106). 

The invention of Chase as applied to the claims 7 and 13 is previously disclosed. 
With respect to claim 14, although Chase does not explicitly teach a plurality of index 
card assemblies aligned in a stacked orientation fails to adhere together, absent the 
application of pressure to the outer faces of their respective cover layers. It is the 
examiner's position that since Chase broadly teaches that the release sheet has 
sufficient thickness and the adhesively coated paper web is thin, thus it is obvious that 
the picture placed on the release sheet with a portion of the release sheet being 
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removed would not adhere to the exposed adhesive of Chase until pressure is applied 
to the adhesively coated web. 

With respect to claim 16 although Chase does not explicitly teach that the 
paperless zone has curved edges, it is the examiner's position that since there is no 
evidence on the record that indicates that the particular geometry (e.g. curved edges) of 
the paperless zone is significant or is anything more than one of the numerous 
geometries that is obvious to person having ordinary skill in the art, therefore the 
paperless zone having curved edges does not render the claim patentable over the prior 
art. Thus, it would have been obvious to choose the shape of the paperless zone in the 
form of curved edges to accommodate a picture with the curved edges in the invention 
of Chase. 

With respect to claim 17, Chase is silent as to teaching of V-shaped paperless 
zone. However, it is the examiner's position that since there is no evidence on the 
record that indicates that the particular shape of the paperless zone is significant or is 
anything more than one of numerous shapes a person of ordinary skill in the art would 
find obvious for the purpose of providing V-shaped paperless zone, therefore, the V- 
shaped paperless zone of the instantly claimed invention would not render the claim 
patentable over the prior art. 
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Conclusion 



The claim 20 is indicated as allowable over all of the references of record. The 
most pertinent is US 3,517,106 to Chase. Chase does not teach or suggest a second 
cover layer having a pressure sensitive adhesive layer wherein the cover layer is 
adhered to the back side of the paper layer to cover the second paperless zone in an 
alignment where a bottom edge of the second cover layer extends across the gap of the 
second paperless zone as claimed in claim 20. Further Chase does not teach or 
suggest the adhesive on the inner face of the second cover layer is exposed across the 
second paperless zone on the front side of the paper layer as claimed in the claim 20. 
One skilled in the art would not have been motivated to add an additional adhesive layer 
and cover layer on top of the release layer because to do so would destroy its intended 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anish Desai whose telephone number is 571-272-6467. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 571-272-1478. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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